THE PRESIDENT’

MERCY

ILLIAM H. TAFT is
known as “the merci-
ful President.” He

issues more pardons than ever
came from any other chief ex-
veutive of the United States.
The weeping women and sor-
rowing men who have traveled
to Washington from a1l parts of
the country to ask his cler A
for thedr prisoned e Ves
have found him merciful, And
vet his merey is the most preci-
ous, the most carefully guarded,
attribute he possesses. It can-
not nghtly be called an emo-
tion: rather, it IS an unper-
wonal thing: for he stnves
always to keep out of it any
hint of emotionalism.

The documents and briefs
reluting to pardons for federal
offeniders are the only papers he
never takes with him on his
railroad  trips,  Pardons are

14

things that he will not diseuss
on an antomobile ride or during
vty

a game of golf.
fraught are they with
sibihties of good and
delicately related are th
for and against them, so preg-
nant are they of woe or happr-
hat he tiukes them into his

s
pr office, locks the dour,
and, safe from either usion

or interruption, studies them m
every phase and to the last ot
of evidence, He recogmzes no
“influence,” no “pressure,” no
“intercession.”  In the quiet of
his room he holds in lone session

comstitutionnl; because they hid
heen mutilated or wounded in
prison;  because their families
were ground down by poverty:
hecanse delayed  evidence had
heen adduee] to throw o new
light on their casess hecause their
sontences had been ton severe;
and for many other reasons, Bt
bearing on each of these causes
hadd been almost countless other
considersitions. No pardon ciise
15 exactly like any other pardon
case. No citizen, no lawyer, can
foretell whether a pardon will I
geanted.  Opposed to the com-
pelling reason for cemeney m
el case are such guestions as
whether the pulilic will e harme|
by the pardon. whether  the
prisoner will be henefited, and
whether the work of the courts
shoulil be overthrown,

FIRH'I’ of all, any man or wo-
miin 15 offeres] the henetits of
a thorough imvestigation of his
or her case whenever there is any
show of probability that a panlon
15 o possible thing,  The emjdoy-
ment of 4 Towver is not i necess
I1\ Poverty not  maike
dumb the cry for relief. Attorney
General Wickersham, disgusted]
by the methods of sute attormeys
m taking monmey from convicts,
has cirenlated a printed puge
howing that an application for
pardon, signed by the convict
and two or more ereditable per-

diws

soms and adddressed 1o the Presi-

dent in care of the Attomey Gen-
s

the High Court of Mercy, that
court which listens only to facts,

He did not pardon, only parcled, John R. Wilsh, the
wealthy C bar becanse, i all the offorts
mide to secure the o 1 there hid been
advanced no real reas of clemency,
Not until Charles W, Morse, the onetime millionaire
of New York, was desperately ill did Mr Taft permit
him quarters more comfortable than a ccll for the treat-
ment of his henlth. Here again he showed no merey,
beciuse nio fact constituting a reason for fentency hard
been brought to his notice. And it was only to sive
Morse from dying @ conviet that the President finally
pardoned him,

If 1 were a vouth, incarcerated beca
offense, and if 1 had confessed the con
evildoing, and if 1 had been a co .
imid the temptations of ity hfe, and thus dr
astray, and if | had a mother dependent upon me for
support,—if all these things wene true, I might hogpx for
a pardon from Wiiliam H. Taft. But, evenaf they were
true and there was cause to beheve that my release
have 4 bad effect on the community in which 1
resided, since it might create the impression that cnime
idequately punished by the law, 1 should not be
1. 1 mmake these statements because in the
High Court of Justice consideration 1s given always to
he public first, to the offending individial last. At
the base of every pardon, conditional or unconditional,
issued by the President there must be these v broad
facts: the absence of injury to the public, the existence
of a real reason for clemency to the individual.

By this formula, Morse and many others have been
tried and repudiated by the President

use of my f

QUeNCees «

» hov set
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pardon

WAS moved to write this story hecause of two things
that had come to my knowlulge.  One was thint
hundreds of prisomers and their relatives were continu-
ally taking the wrong course toward pardons, wasting
time and meney in attempts that must in the end prove
futile. The other was that throughout the country a
cortain class of lawyers, betraying the ne hility of thear
profession, impoverished the familics of convicts by
promising pardons that they knew could never be ob-
tained. | had been told of the man who, thinking by
day and dreaming by night of the suffering of his chil-
dren, deeded to an’ uns rupulous attomey s home-
tead in the West on the attorney’s unqualified asser-
vion that, in return for this fee, the par Ton would be
fortheoming. 1 had also leamed that this lawwver,
pocketing the proceeds of the deed, hued dome nothing
to secure the pardon, and had left the convict to b
grief and the children to ther destitution, It seemed
that few knew how pardons might be sed ured, the
ricasons back of their issuance, and the steps necessary
to put into motion u reguest for clemency. Continually,
-'}1."1{11_']! IENOTUNCY, there were the possibalities of the
tragedies of men who had ever hefore their eves the
network of steel bars when, aceording o justive, they
chould have heen free, workers and producers,

‘The first discovery was that men and women had
been pardoned by President Taft hecinse they were
dving of consumption;  heciuse the law umder which
they Wl Twen imprsoned had since been declared un-

eril, will set i maotion the whe
of the mills of merey

These applications, Hke all others in charge of Liwy
or politicians, go first to James A. Finch, the pardon at-
tormey for the Department of Justice, who refers thetn
to the trial Judge and the prosecating attomey who
figrared in the conviction of the petitioner. 1 one or the
other of these afficials reports favorably on the petition,
all the evidence i the case, both new and old facts, 15
st finally to the President. This man Finch 1s
vol in his work.  First of all, he is an intensely human
man, and, secondly, he 15 of unusual abah
riny of eviden Nt l-!l]_‘.‘ denrs T enllis
Les a suggestion to the A 1)
v the pardon should be granted,
studies the evidonee and thor
own recommentlation,

Mr. Taft then makes

1

Hicing his

Priss

v sent o the
final disposition of the case

Every pardon case s first handled by Finch, no mat-
1er whethe Senntor, i Representative, a Jwdge, or an
to have it taken up at the start by the

alormey seceKs

President or M Wickersham,  Weeping women have
visited Mr Taft with pravers for clemency for their hus-
bands: but all b received the reply he gives to poli-
ticians and attornevs who approach him on the same
mission:

e case will have o b taken (1] by the JHar lon
attorney.  'mosorey |ean’t do anvthing for yon now;
bt 1 will have to If that wirrants
clemency, 1 shall give at,

The wheels of 1 nill of merey follow an unfailing
Every t.]:-,-. for pardon goes 1o Finch, then to
Wickersham, then to the President.  1f a lawy
T uf ‘}lt' mowvement for merey, he collects the
papers and docs the preliminary work. If @ poor cone
vicr, unabile to employ an attorney, makes the .q-p]ru HE
rion, Finch dees the work,

s the evidence,

orhit,

ch

an's prayer:

he petition should state the name of the applicant,
his age. where born, previous occupation and place of
residence, the erime of which he was convicted, the
conrt, district, State, and term, for how Tong and to what
prison he wis sents nee], and the grounds upon which
pardon is asked, [t s not necessary to furmish a copy
uf the indictment or other court papers.

“When an application is received it is referred at once,
with accompanyving papers, to the United States attor-
ey for the distaet where the trial took place, with di-
pection 1o snhmit his report and  recomm ndation
thoreon, sending the statement of his predecessor when
he dild not himself appear in the case, and the statement
of any specia] attomey for the Government who 1ok
part in the trial.  He is also directed to obtain, if pos-
sihle, the views of the teal Judge, and to Gl out and re
turn i blank form of docket entries, from which the
warrant of pardon may e prepared. Reports are also
wured from the warden and the prison physician in
pard to the prisoner’s conduct and physical condition.
A case once referred for reports will not he again re-
red without a written request from the United States
or the teal Jadge: and a case onee acted npen

HI-Z!{E are the dmportant rales governing the poor

tHorney
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by the President will not be reopened, except upon the
presentation of new and material facts.

“When none of the persons consulted advises clem-
ency, the papers are not sent to the President except by
his special request, or by special order of the Mttomey
General: but when anvone of the officers consulted ad-
vises clemeney the papers are submitted to the Presis
dent.,

“Reports to the President by attorneys, Judges, and
other officials on applications for pardon are treated as
comfirdential,”

A:-i has been painted ont, it is impossible for any living

soml to predict with certainty whether an applivi-
tion for pardon will be granted or refused.  But, i«
measire, there 1s i way for the man who thinks he s un-
justly imprisoned to reach a tentative decision as 1o
whether he his a chance for relief, This way is found in
the recond of the cases acted on 1‘.‘|\'->T}1]-|_'.' ]-_‘-' A Taft
in the past. I the conviet thinks he comes within the
comditions there outhmesd, he does have a chance.

From time to time there have appeared in the news.
papers pretty little stories of conviets seouring pardons
through the intercession of Mrs, Taft. As a matter of
fact, many letters asking her good offices go to her; but
shie htimeds them over to the Prestdent, who refers them
to the pandon attomey with the request that the cases
to which they refer be investigated, Tt must be home
in mind alwavs that pardon cases are el by the Presi-
dent to be above the intercession of anyvone, and that he
has schoolied himself to be deaf to all emotion il 1r1
Any niam s naturally sorey for the brother who s

prsoned. Anv man's heart is weung by the spectacle of
starving children and a wife bowed down by grief.  But
in the movement to have the verdiets of pares and the

mlings of conrts set aside the President holds that the
fucts wlome must be weighed, and in the term “facts”
are included extenpating ciroumstances and reasons

for & change of the Government's attituds

offenuder,

reil peiasons

towanl the

HE multitade of events and eonditions that ecan
muke clemeney ihle s absolutely hewildering:

and vot, in nearly 1t sy seun that some
little thing might hav
table refusal to remder relief,
In Lowa o n wiis sentenced to fifty-five vears
penitentiary for embezzhng funds and muking false en-

L

v A
vl « Clemeney to dmmar.

in ths

trics in the hooks of a national bank ¢ apphied for
lemency,  The Depa tof Justioe took 1t up, fonnd
that the man had staler b ney Lo iy 1 he CXPTSCS
{ a surgical operation on s crippled son, and learne il
that the people of town witited his release and ex

i lalile an

el reptinon,
f Wiconan, wis first
'..r,-\- il
res o] o oo

thy

ofi the

ment in ol she reached )
LW V- vy men and women heind t
toey and told « the officrals in Washmgton, witl
plea for Clesnency. Wherea mere chirhl, at the g

girls are stll plaving with dolls or ust begim 1
Jream of long deesses, she was tiken from the topee of

¢ Monominee
1 sl

']‘. i-"11r1'..

Ty ol e

her peirent lewnd 10 s sehool on th
Thert <he e
Lt any wonider thit she
ull whe honsd thi ispio
ilen, she hearnd 1 P
that she should baem down the s
Pasy Lo nagine
Prestdent
|

TIdl-

Shie sot five to one of the banldings, 11 s
with what a stnmg stroke of the pen the
signed the order for her sentence “to expire i
ately.”

In the books of fate it had been written that Columbii
Georpe, & Umatilla Indian, should believe with impilia
faith in the superstitions and traditions of his trbe. The
Urnatillas, on their resorvation in Oregon, still thought,
evien after civilization had surged and settled abont
them, that any Indian was entitled to kill o “spint
doetor™ whe fatled to care a pationt after promisg that
the cure wonld beeome a ceptainty,  Colambia George
1ok @ relative to the “doctor,™ o womam, who promised
him to cure the ailing Indian, But the patient died, and
Coltembin, stirred 1o desire for revenge and warrantid
in his act by the tea Tungs o his trilwe, killend the ®doge-
tor® In committing the erime, he employed eraft, in
ducing the waman to demk some whisky into which
Columbia had put stevehnine, He was s nteneed toam
prisonmoent for Tife in the United Stites penitentiary
Paget Sound, Washington tHe hegan the h
roumd of his davs ingadl in 19020 On January S1, 19140,
the President, believing that it wonld e unjust to e
enire for sueh a erime the same penalty as wonld be
visited npen o member of avilized society, varmnngtel
the hfe term toa 1!"T"il|'! of ton veirs,

Thowe wheerened stories of mystery based on the theery
* often remark, *A olever faneys
i ife.™  Luayn Zame-

of *mastaken nlentity
I thines never happen it

it sn



